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SHASASN

N your letter you asked how the

retribution varies according to the
degree of slander against the correct
teaching. To begin with, the Lotus
Sutra was taught to lead all living be-
ings to the Buddha way. Only those
who have faith in it, however, attain
Buddhahood. Those who slander it
fall into the great citadel of the hell of
incessant suffering. As the sutra states,
“If a person fails to have faith but in-
stead slanders this sutra, immediately he
will destroy all the seeds for becoming
a Buddha in this world. ... When his
life comes to an end he will enter the
Avichi hell.”!

There are many degrees of slander:
shallow and profound, slight and heavy.
Even among those who embrace the
Lotus Sutra, very few uphold it stead-
fastly both in mind and in deed. Few
are the practitioners who are able to
uphold this sutra. But those who do
will not suffer serious retribution even
if they have committed minor offenses
against the sutra. Their strong faith ex-
piates their offenses as surely as a flood
extinguishes tiny fires.

The Nirvana Sutra states: “If even a
good monk sees someone destroying
the teaching and disregards him, failing
to reproach him, to oust him, or to
punish him for his oftense, then you
should realize that that monk is betray-
ing the Buddha’s teaching. But if he

ousts the destroyer of the Law, re-
proaches him, or punishes him, then he
is my disciple and a true voice-hearer.”

This admonition urged me on, and I
spoke out against slander in spite of the
various persecutions I faced, because I
would have become an enemy of the
Buddha’s teaching if I had not.

Slander can be either minor or se-
rious, however, and sometimes we
should overlook it rather than attack it.
The True Word and Tendai schools
slander the Lotus Sutra and should
be severely rebuked. But without great
wisdom it is hard to differentiate cor-
rectly between their doctrines and the
teachings that Nichiren spreads. There-
fore, at times we refrain from attacking
them, just as I did in On Establishing the
Correct Teaching for the Peace of the Land.?

Whether or not we speak out, it will
be difficult for those who have com-
mitted the grave offense of slander to
avoid retribution. Our seeing, hearing,
and making no attempt to stop slander
that, if we spoke out, could be avoided,
destroys our gifts of sight and hearing,
and is utterly merciless.

Chang-an writes, “If one befriends
another person but lacks the mercy to
correct him, one is in fact his enemy.”?
The consequences of a grave offense
are extremely difficult to erase. The
most important thing is to continually
strengthen our wish to benefit others.
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When a person’s offense is minor,
admonishment is sometimes called for,
but at other times it may be unneces-
sary, for there are those who may cor-
rect themselves without being told.
Reprove a person for slander when
necessary, so that you can forestall for
both of you the consequences of an
offense. Then, you should forgive that
person. The point is that even minor
slanders may lead to serious ones, and
then the effects one must suffer would
be far worse. This is [what Chang-an
means when he writes], “One who
rids the offender of evil is acting as his
parent.”

Many such examples of slander are
also found among Nichiren’s disciples
and lay believers. I am sure that you
have heard about the lay priest Ichino-
sawa. Privately he is considered one of
Nichiren’s followers, but publicly he
still remains in the Nembutsu school.
What should be done about his next
life? Nevertheless, I have presented him
with the ten volumes of the Lotus
Sutra.’

Strengthen your faith now more
than ever. Anyone who teaches the
principles of Buddhism to others is
bound to incur hatred from men and
women, priests and nuns. Let them say
what they will. Entrust yourself to the
golden teachings of the Lotus Sutra,
Shakyamuni Buddha, T’ien-t’ai, Miao-
lo, Dengyo, and Chang-an. This is what
is signified by the expression, “practic-
ing according to the Buddha’s teach-
ings.”” The Lotus Sutra reads, “If in that
fearful age one can preach this sutra
for even a moment, [one will deserve
to receive alms from all heavenly and
human beings]|.”’® This passage explains
that in the evil age of the Latter Day of
the Law, when evil persons stained by
the three poisons prevail, anyone who
believes in and upholds the correct

teaching, for even a short time, will
receive offerings from heavenly and
human beings.

Now you should make a great vow
and pray for your next life. If you are
disbelieving or slander the correct
teaching even in the slightest, you will
certainly fall into the great citadel of
the hell of incessant suffering. Suppose
there is a ship that sails on the open
sea. Though the ship is stoutly built,
it it is flooded by a leak, those on
the ship are sure to drown together.
Though the embankment between rice
fields is firm, if there is an ant hole in
it, then surely, in the long run, it will
not remain full of water. Bail the sea-
water of slander and disbelief out of the
ship of your life, and solidify the em-
bankments of your faith. If a believer’s
offense is slight, overlook it, and lead
that person to obtain benefits. If it is
serious, encourage him to strengthen
his faith so that he can expiate the sin.

You are indeed an unusual woman
since you asked me to explain the ef-
fects of various degrees of slander. You
are every bit as praiseworthy as the drag-
on king’s daughter when she said, “I
unfold the doctrines of the great vehi-
cle to rescue living beings from sufter-
ing””” The Lotus Sutra reads, “If one can
ask about its meaning, that will be dif-
ficult indeed!”® There are very few peo-
ple who inquire about the meaning of
the Lotus Sutra. Always be determined
to denounce slander against the correct
teaching to the best of your ability. It is
indeed wonderful that you should be
helping me reveal my teachings.

Respectfully,
Nichiren

The third day of the ninth month

Reply to the lay nun and wife of
Abutsu-bo
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Background

This letter is dated the third day of the
ninth month, with no year indicated,
though it is believed to be 1275, a year
and a half after the Daishonin’s return
from exile on Sado Island. It is ad-
dressed to the lay nun Sennichi, the
wife of Abutsu-bo.

The letter 1s a reply to a question the
lay nun has asked about the eftects of
different degrees of slander against the
correct teaching. The Daishonin says,
“If a believer’s offense is slight, over-

Notes

1. Lotus Sutra, chap. 3.

2. This work attacks chiefly the doc-
trines of the Pure Land school.

3. The Annotations on the Nirvana Sutra.

4. Ibid.

5. The ten volumes of the Lotus Sutra
consist of the eight volumes of the Lotus
Sutra proper and two related sutras, the Im-
measurable Meanings Sutra and the Uni-
versal Worthy Sutra. Ichinosawa (d. 1278)
was a lay priest of the Pure Land school. In
the fourth month of 1272, while still in
exile on Sado, the Daishonin was trans-

look it, and lead that person to obtain
benefits. If it is serious, encourage him
to strengthen his faith so that he can
expiate the sin” But attention should
be paid to his warning, “Even minor
slanders may lead to serious ones, and
then the effects one must suffer would
be far worse” The Daishonin praises
the lay nun Sennichi for asking a ques-
tion about slandering the correct teach-
ing.

ferred from Tsukahara to the relative com-
fort of Ichinosawa’s estate. In another letter,
written to the wife of the lay priest Ichi-
nosawa, the Daishonin expresses misgivings
at entrusting a person such as Ichinosawa,
whose commitment to faith is unclear,
with a copy of the Lotus Sutra, but says
that he feels bound to do so by an earlier
promise.

6. Lotus Sutra, chap. 11.

7. Ibid., chap. 12.

8. Ibid., chap. 11.

627



	Home
	Search
	Subject Index
	Pop-Up Glossary
	Table of Contents
	Help
	WND-CD User Guide
	Acrobat Reader Help

	The Writings (alphabetical)
	Actions of the Votary of the Lotus Sutra, The
	Background

	Aspiration for the Buddha Land
	Background

	Banishment to Sado
	Background

	Birth of Tsukimaro, The
	Background

	Blessings of the Lotus Sutra, The
	Background

	Bodies and Minds of Ordinary Beings, The
	Background

	Bow and Arrow, The
	Background

	Comparison of the Lotus and Other Sutras, A
	Background

	(Part One) Conversation between a Sage and an Unenlightened Man
	Background

	(Part Two) Conversation between a Sage and an Unenlightened Man
	Background

	Daimoku of the Lotus Sutra, The
	Background

	Difficulty of Sustaining Faith, The
	Background

	Doctrine of Attaining Buddhahood in One’s Present Form, The
	Background

	Dragon Gate, The
	Background

	Drum at the Gate of Thunder, The
	Background

	Earthly Desires Are Enlightenment
	Background

	Easy Delivery of a Fortune Child
	Background

	Eight Winds, The
	Background

	Embankments of Faith, The
	Background

	Encouragement to a Sick Person
	Background

	Entity of the Mystic Law, The
	Background

	Essence of the “Life Span” Chapter, The
	Background

	Essence of the “Medicine King” Chapter, The
	Background

	Essentials for Attaining Buddhahood, The
	Background

	Father Takes Faith, A
	Background

	Farther the Source, the Longer the Stream, The
	Background

	Flowering and Bearing Grain
	Background

	Four Debts of Gratitude, The
	Background

	Fourteen Slanders, The
	Background

	General Stone Tiger
	Background

	Gift of Clear Sake, The
	Background

	Gift of Rice, The
	Background

	Gods Same Birth and Same Name, The
	Background

	Good Fortune in This Life
	Background

	Good Medicine for All Ills, The
	Background

	Great Bodhisattva Hachiman
	Background

	Great Evil and Great Good
	Background

	Happiness in This World
	Background

	Hell Is the Land of Tranquil Light
	Background

	Heritage of the Ultimate Law of Life, The
	Background

	Hero of the World, The
	Background

	How Those Initially Aspiring to the Way Can Attain Buddhahood through the Lotus Sutra
	Background

	Izu Exile, The
	Background

	Kalpa of Decrease, The
	Background

	King Rinda
	Background

	Lessening One’s Karmic Retribution
	Background

	Letter from Echi
	Background

	Letter from Sado
	Background

	Letter from Teradomari
	Background

	Letter to Akimoto
	Background

	Letter to Endo Saemon-no-jo
	Background

	Letter to Gijo-bo
	Background

	Letter to Horen
	Background

	Letter to Jakunichi-bo
	Background

	Letter to Konichi-bo
	Background

	Letter to Misawa
	Background

	Letter to Niike
	Background

	Letter to Priest Nichiro in Prison
	Background

	Letter to Shomitsu-bo
	Background

	Letter to the Brothers
	Background

	Letter to the Lay Nun of Ko
	Background

	Letter to the Lay Priest Domyo
	Background

	Letter to the Lay Priest Ichinosawa
	Background

	Letter to the Lay Priest Nakaoki
	Background

	Letter to the Priests of Seicho-ji
	Background

	Letter to the Sage Nichimyo
	Background

	Letter of Petition from Yorimoto, The
	Background

	Many in Body, One in Mind
	Background

	Meaning of Faith, The
	Background

	Mongol Envoys, The
	Background

	New Year’s Gosho
	Background

	No Safety in the Threefold World
	Background

	Object of Devotion for Observing the Mind Established in the Fifth Five-Hundred-Year Period after the Thus Come One’s..., The
	Background

	Offering of an Unlined Robe, The
	Background

	On Attaining Buddhahood in This Lifetime
	Background

	On Consecrating an Image of Shakyamuni Buddha Made by Shijo Kingo
	Background

	On Curing Karmic Disease
	Background

	On Establishing the Correct Teaching for the Peace of the Land
	Background
	Postscript

	On Establishing the Four Bodhisattvas as the Object of Devotion
	Background

	On Filial and Unfilial Conduct
	Background

	On Offering Prayers to the Mandala of the Mystic Law
	Background

	On Offerings for Deceased Ancestors
	Background

	On Omens
	Background

	On Persecutions Befalling the Sage
	Background

	On Practicing the Buddha’s Teachings
	Background

	On Prayer
	Background

	On Prolonging One’s Life Span
	Background

	On Rebuking Slander of the Law and Eradicating Sins
	Background

	On Recommending This Teaching to Your Lord and Avoiding the Offense of Complicity in Slander
	Background

	On Repaying Debts of Gratitude
	Background

	On the Buddha’s Prophecy
	Background

	On the Four Stages of Faith and the Five Stages of Practice
	Background

	On the Treasure Tower
	Background

	On Upholding Faith in the Gohonzon
	Background

	One Essential Phrase, The
	Background

	One-eyed Turtle and the Floating Log, The
	Background

	(Part One) Opening of the Eyes, The
	Background

	(Part Two) Opening of the Eyes, The
	Background

	Opening the Eyes of Wooden and Painted Images
	Background

	Origin of the Service for Deceased Ancestors, The
	Background

	Outline of the “Entrustment” and Other Chapters, An
	Background

	Persecution at Tatsunokuchi, The
	Background

	Persecution by Sword and Staff
	Background

	Person and the Law, The
	Background

	Place of the Cluster of Blessings, The
	Background

	Problem to Be Pondered Night and Day, The
	Background

	Proof of the Lotus Sutra, The
	Background

	Propagation by the Wise
	Background

	Properties of Rice, The
	Background

	Pure and Far-Reaching Voice, The
	Background

	Questions and Answers about Embracing the Lotus Sutra
	Background

	Rationale for Writing “On Establishing the Correct Teaching for the Peace of the Land”, The
	Background

	Real Aspect of the Gohonzon, The
	Background

	Receipt of New Fiefs, The
	Background

	Recitation of the “Expedient Means” and “Life Span” Chapters, The
	Background

	Reply to a Believer
	Background

	Reply to Hakiri Saburo
	Background

	Reply to Hoshina Goro Taro
	Background

	Reply to Jibu-bo
	Background

	Reply to Kyo’o
	Background

	Reply to Matsuno
	Background

	Reply to Niiama
	Background

	Reply to Onichi-nyo
	Background

	Reply to Sairen-bo
	Background

	Reply to the Followers
	Background

	Reply to the Lay Nun Myoho
	Background

	Reply to the Lay Nun Nichigon
	Background

	Reply to the Lay Priest of Ko
	Background

	Reply to the Lay Priest Soya
	Background

	Reply to the Lay Priest Takahashi
	Background

	Reply to the Mother of Ueno
	Background

	Reply to the Wife of Matsuno
	Background

	Reply to Tokimitsu
	Background

	Reply to Yasaburo
	Background

	Roots of Good Fortune
	Background

	Royal Palace, The
	Background

	Sage Perceives the Three Existences of Life, A
	Background

	Selection of the Time, The
	Background

	Ship to Cross the Sea of Suffering, A
	Background

	Sons Pure Storehouse and Pure Eye, The
	Background

	Story of Ohashi no Taro, The
	Background

	Strategy of the Lotus Sutra, The
	Background

	Supremacy of the Law, The
	Background

	Sutra of True Requital, The
	Background

	Swords of Good and Evil, The
	Background

	Teaching, Capacity, Time, and Country, The
	Background

	Teaching for the Latter Day, The
	Background

	Teaching, Practice, and Proof, The
	Background

	Teaching That Accords with the Buddha’s Mind, The
	Background

	Third Day of the New Year, The
	Background

	Third Doctrine, The
	Background

	“This Is What I Heard”
	Background

	“This Person Advances through the World”
	Background

	Three Kinds of Treasure, The
	Background

	Three Obstacles and Four Devils, The
	Background

	Three Tripitaka Masters Pray for Rain
	Background

	Treasure of a Filial Child, The
	Background

	Treatment of Illness, The
	Background

	Tripitaka Master Shan-wu-wei, The
	Background

	True Aspect of All Phenomena, The
	Background

	Two Kinds of Faith, The
	Background

	Two Kinds of Illness, The
	Background

	Unity of Husband and Wife, The
	Background

	Universal Salty Taste, The
	Background

	Unmatched Blessings of the Law, The
	Background

	Unseen Virtue and Visible Reward
	Background

	Votary of the Lotus Sutra Will Meet Persecution, The
	Background

	Warning against Begrudging One’s Fief, A
	Background

	Wealthy Man Sudatta, The
	Background

	White Horses and White Swans
	Background

	Winter Always Turns to Spring
	Background

	Wonderful Means of Surmounting Obstacles, The
	Background

	Workings of Brahma and Shakra, The
	Background

	Wu-lung and I-lung
	Background


	Appendices and Glossary
	A The Japanese Titles of the Writings in This Volume
	B The Recipients and the Writings They Received
	C Sanskrit Personal Names and Their Japanese Equivalents
	D Chinese Personal Names and Their Japanese Equivalents
	E English Personal Names and Their Japanese Equivalents
	F Personal Names in Japanese and the Sanskrit, Chinese, or English Equivalents Used
	G The Documents Referred to in the Text and Their Japanese Titles
	H The Japanese Titles of the Documents Referred to in the Text
	I Lotus Sutra Chapter Titles and Their Abbreviated Forms
	J Names of Buddhist Schools
	K Events in the Life of Nichiren Daishonin
	L Genealogy of the Hojo Clan
	M Maps
	N Chinese Dynasties
	O Chinese Zodiacal Symbols
	Glossary


